Welcome to the scoping meeting

At this meeting, you can:

 Review displays about the
proposal and the EIS process

* Talk to staff and ask
questions

* Provide written and verbal
comments

Project Vicinity Map
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Why an Environmental Impact Statement?

* Pacific International Terminals, Inc. has proposed a deepwater multimodal
terminal in Whatcom County. As a connected action, BNSF Railway has
submitted an application to modify the Custer Spur which extends to the
industrial areas of the Cherry Point Industrial Urban Growth Area (UGA).

* Under NEPA regulations, an environmental impact statement (EIS) is
necessary if a proposal is likely to significantly affect the quality of the human
environment.

* Under SEPA, an EIS is necessary if a proposal is likely to result in significant
adverse environmental impacts under state requlations.

* The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), the lead federal agency, together
with the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) and Whatcom County
have joined as Co-Lead Agencies to prepare a combined NEPA and SEPA
environmental impact statement before any permit decisions will be made on
these proposals.

Combined NEPA/SEPA
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Co-Lead agencies and regulatory authority

The Co- Lead Agencies (below)

fTuse Fformeion provded . ,
:2’,,,5;7,’;’{2;",’,‘;,::;’:;;‘;’,’,,," Regulated Regulatory Decisions following
review process, and through activities autho rity NEPA/SEPA

the permit application process
to make decisions*

Discharge of dredge or fill

Section 404 of the

The Corps’ Record of Decision

on effects, alternatives,

material into waters of the US Clean Water Act NEPA compliance with other federal

US Army Corps Sl R il Section 10 of the frRces laws, commitments and

of Engineers. or over navigable waters Rivers and Harbors Act mitigation measures and
permit decisions

Discharges to waters of the
US, including wetlands,
discharge of stormwater to
surface water, and qualifying
activity within a coastal county

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY

State of Washington

Land use approvals, including
approvals within the
designated shoreline

Section 401 & 402 of
the Clean Water Act

Coastal Zone
Management Act

Whatcom county codes

Title 15, 16, 17, 20,
23, and 24

SEPA
Process

SEPA
Process

Ecology’s decision on the
Water Quality Certification,
NPDES and Coastal Zone
Management Certification*

County Council decision on the
Major Development Permit
and Shoreline Substantial
Development Permit
application

* Other federal and state agencies will use information from the EIS for their related actions and permit processes.
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Proposal overview

Gateway Pacific Terminal proposal:
...... o ey | TR J * Located within the Cherry Point
o - Industrial Urban Growth Area
—ta (UGA)
i = | e » Total site is about 1,500 acres;
Sl development would occur on
i — —_— approximately 334 acres
mous A —— [ ] | i
GATEWAY PACIFIC —| Custer Spur Modification proposal:
TERMINAL
S raie * Adds support tracks to serve the
- \ terminal
* Installs second track along the
e B \ N approximately six-mile long Custer
—— Custer Spur ° 2 2 Miles
Industri:; Dock S Bellingham SpUr
[ Gateway Pacific Terminal Site
[ Gateway Pacific Terminal Dock Area
Cherry Point Industrial Urban Growth Area »N
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Applicants’ stated purpose/objectives

The applicants’ submitted their proposed purpose/objectives as follows:

Gateway Pacific Terminal proposal:

To develop and successfully operate a
multimodal marine terminal, including a
deep-draft wharf with access trestle and
other associated upland facilities, for
export and import of multiple dry bulk
commodities (*multimodal deep-water
bulk terminal”) within the Cherry Point
Industrial UGA to meet international and
domestic demand.

Environmental Impact Statement
Proposed Gateway Pacific Terminal/Custer Spur

Custer Spur Modification proposal:

Improvements to the BNSF Cherry Point
Subdivision Mainline (Custer Spur) are
necessary to accommodate the number,
length, and weight of trains, as well as to
safely and efficiently provide rail services
for the existing facilities in the Cherry
Point Industrial Area and the proposed
GPT facility. Current capacity is
insufficient to efficiently and safely
handle the potential volume and length
of trains without impacting operations
on the Cherry Point Subdivision Mainline
or the Bellingham Subdivision Mainline.
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Gateway Pacific Terminal - Overview

The proposed Gateway Pacific Terminal
A4 includes two materials handling and
storage areas and a wharf and access
trestle.

At full operation, the Terminal would
have the capacity to export and import
approximately 54 million metric tons
per year of dry bulk commodities
including, but not limited to, coal, grain
products, potash, and calcined
petroleum coke.

Strait of Georgia
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Map Index of Proposal Components
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Custer Spur Modification:
*  Map 1-BNSF Mainline to Ham Road
*  Addsupport tracks
¢ Two main tracks
*  Map 2-BNSF Ham Road to Grandview Road
*  Addone main track for a total of two between BNSF
mainline and Elliott Yard
*  Map 3-BNSF Grandview Road to Elliott Yard
*  Addone main track for a total of two
»  Addtwo yard tracks for a total of eight at Elliott Yard

Gateway Pacific Terminal:
* Map 4-East Loop Area
* Railloop and unloading station
»  8o-acre stockyard and associated machinery
* Map5—West Loop Area
* Railloop and unloading station
* 752,000 square foot storage shed and associated
machinery
*  Map 6- Wharf and Access Trestle Area
*  Three berth wharf and ship loading equipment
*  AccessTrestle
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Map 1 - BNSF Mainline to Ham Road
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Map 2 -Ham Road to Grandview Road
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Map 3 - Grandview Road to Elliott Yard
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Map 4 - East Loop Area

East Loop Area
e 2. == 3 @ Four rail tracks looping around the stockyard and connecting to the
‘;ngf R l l unloading station
“EE— 3 @© Two tandem unloading stations to unload gondola-style (cars that
5 '] are flipped to empty) railway cars into a covered conveyor
< N ° Dust collector to control dust
g ail
g Collect : L .
. - o) Straitof Q Multiple covered conveyor lines including four stockyard conveyor
=il ooy Cor ) lines
bnloading—\ { i i . . .
RN ————— - @ Fivelinear stockpiles and rail-mounted stacker/reclaimers that
o h! i service the stockpiles
Servica_\ \ l
Buildggi U, Water Gualty Basins EONSETHRD @ Acovered conveyor to move material out of the stockyard to the
() shared services area
PR (S o VI S @ Amaintenance building, an administration building, and two
PavedRosd 3 o (ol 474 ol 1= security gatehouses
e 28 % e pevs ° Water quality basins to collect runoff
Basin < Il ol B 0 Paved roadways for vehicle access
() ] n o ) o . - .
o 06 o oo Descrlptlon of operatlons:
“(‘;:;:?:m “=—substation Once a train arrives at the Terminal ° , it would pass through the
| enclosed unloading station @, and rail cars would be emptied two or
s = \_g“" Covered \Semdw j more at a time into a bin beneath the rails. Once unloaded, the
vality ‘°""°’Y°' Entrance commodity would be moved along covered conveyor belts ° to the
3 N stockyard @ . At the stockyard, stacker/reclaimers would place the

material in stock piles. The reclaimer would then scoop commodities
from the stockpiles onto open conveyors that connect to the covered
conveyor @ that connects to the access trestle and wharf.
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Map 5 - West Loop Area

West Loop Area
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Map 6 - Wharf and Access Trestle Area
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Wharf and Terminal Area

Surge bin to regulate the flow of material
Covered conveyor lines for transfer of commodities

Access trestle for three enclosed conveyor lines and vehicle access
between the shoreline and wharf

Wharf with three deep-water berths, three shiploaders, and belt
conveyors in an enclosed elevated gallery

Longshoreman'’s service and administration building

Paved roadways for vehicle access

Description of operations:

Materials from the east and west loops would pass through a surge bin
@ and onto the shared services conveyor lines and trestle O :d©®.
From the trestle conveyors, commodities would be transported to the
wharf o where shiploaders would load materials into vessels .
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Gateway Pacific Terminal proposal:
environmental setting

£ Gateway Pacific Terminal Site
Eelgrass Extent
. Aquatx Reserve

rea

- Ui, ._.,.,A,‘.
# 1} 1
y [

s T
7,
/'g", A Elevation Contour - 3' Interval

7
/ 7 . Existing Railroad
- \ Gateway Pacific Terminal
77, Footprint

/” A \ _1 - %000 Fast g Gateway Pacific Terminal Site

Natural Features:

*Wetlands *Marine habitats *Ravine
*Shorelines *Eelgrass

*Streams/drainages  *Bluff

Built Features:

*County roadways
*BNSF right-of-way
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Additional proposal features
addressing:

Air Quality
— Use of a sealant and shape the top of the loaded rail cars at the coal mine to suppress dust

— Unload rail cars in an enclosed structure with negative pressure dust collection system, and spray rail cars
with water upon exiting the unloading station

— Use water sprays and fogging cannons within the coal storage area

— Use covered conveyors (except within the coal storage area), enclosed conveyors within the shoreline
boundary, enclosed material transfer points and flow controlled chutes and fogging systems

— Store certain commodities in covered structures
— Use enclosed shiploader conveyors and transfer points
— Use an extended chute to load material into ship holds
Transportation
— Manage train traffic in the project area to minimize crossing delays
Stormwater Management
— Collection and processing of stormwater from facilities
— Use processed stormwater for dust suppression (sprays and foggers)
Wetlands/Stream Mitigation
— Replace impacted wetlands and streams
Intertidal Resources
— Locate the wharf in deep water to avoid dredging and shallow water marine habitats
— Spanthe access trestle over the shoreline bluff maintaining the bluff’s current configuration
Ship fueling / Oil Spills

— No fueling of ships at the Gateway Pacific Terminal
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Nautical Chart showing existing vessel traffic
lanes in Strait of Georgia & Strait of Juan De Fuca
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Rail Routes in Washington State

2011 Washington State Rail System

Railroad Owners
BOTL - Batard Terminal Ralroad
—— BNSF - BNSF Raiway Company
CBRC - Columbaa Basin Rallroad
City of Tacoma
City of Yakima
City of Yelm
Clark County
CSCD - Cascade & Columbia River Rallroad
GRNW - Great Northwest Railroad
KFR - Kettle Falls International Raway
s LWRR - Lake Whatcom Raiway
NWRR - Norttwest Railway Museum
Patriot Rl
Port of Benton
Port of Chehals
Port of Columbia
= Port of Sestte
POVA - Perdd Orefle Valiey Raivoad
—— PSAP - Puget Sound & Pacific Rairoad
= Sound Transit
Spokane County
Tacoma Rail
= UP - Union Pacific Railroad
US Army
US Dept of Energy
—— US Navy
WSDOT - Washington State Dept of Transportation

e Yakima County

PN
Washington State

v’ Department of Transportation
Source: WSDOT State Rall & Marine Office
raill @wsdot wa gov / 360-705-7900
Publication Date  January 2012
Z./GIS/2011 Maps
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Environmental Impact Statement process

Scoping process to invite Reasonable Documents the The draft EIS Responds
comment on: reasonable alternatives include environmental effects must be made to public
range of alternatives, those that are of the proposed available for and agency
potentially affected practical or feasible alternatives under review and comments
resources and analyses from the technical consideration and comment for at on the draft
and measures to avoid, and economic any appropriate the least 45 days, EIS findings
minimize and mitigate standpoint and using = mitigation that would including a and proposed
effects of the proposals. common sense. address adverse effects. | public meeting. mitigation.

Scoping

The EIS process
will begin
dest he with scoping in
\ | fall 2012

! :
mnwbucmmm

Determine
range of
alternatives
and issues to
be studied.

Final EIS

The final EIS is
used to inform
permit decisions.

Draft EIS
Comment
Period

Draft EIS

Comment Period

via the website, mail and email.

Environmental Impact Statement -
Proposed Gateway Pacific Terminal/Custer Spur
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Corps’ Record
of Decision

The Corps’ determination
of effects, alternatives,
compliance with other federal
laws, commitments and
mitigation measures.

County decision

County Council Decision on the
Major Development Permit
and Shoreline Substantial
Development Permit application.

Ecology and other
state agencies’
decisions

Examples include Ecology’s Water
Quality Certification, Coastal
Zone Management Certification,

’

and Dept. of Natural Resources
State-owned aquatic lands lease.

Combined NEPA/SEPA



Scoping overview

Scoping is a required step in preparing an EIS. Scoping includes:

* Notice about a proposed action and the EIS process to interested
people and agencies

* An opportunity for agencies and the public to provide input about:
— Reasonable range of alternatives
— Potentially affected resources and extent of analyses
— Significant unavoidable adverse impacts
— Measures to avoid, minimize and mitigate effects of the proposals

After scoping the Co-Lead Agencies will:
* Review comments and summarize input into a scoping report
* Use scoping input to develop a scope of analysis for the Draft EIS
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NEPA purpose statement

Based on the applicants’ stated purposes and the public interest
perspective, for NEPA analyses the Corps has preliminarily defined
the purposes of the proposals as follows:

= Gateway Pacific Terminal proposal: The purpose of the project
is to develop and operate a multimodal deepwater bulk
terminal for export and import of dry bulk commaodities to
meet international and domestic demand.

= Custer Spur Modification proposal: The purpose of the project
is to improve freight access and capacity on the BNSF Cherry
Point Subdivision Mainline for the existing facilities in the
Cherry Point Industrial Area including the proposed Gateway
Pacific Terminal facility.
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Scoping comments

Resources that could be studied in the EIS:

* Air quality

*Noise

* Archaeological, cultural and historic *Parks and recreation

resources

*Environmental justice (impacts to
minority and low-income
communities)

*Fisheries
*Floodplain/hydraulics

* Geological resources
*Human health

*Hazardous materials
*Land use and the economy

Environmental Impact Statement
Proposed Gateway Pacific Terminal/Custer Spur

*Right-of-way

* Socioeconomics
* Transportation

* Utilities
*Vegetation
*Visual resources
* Water resources
* Wetlands

* Wildlife
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Providing scoping comments

The Co-Lead Agencies will accept comments for 120 days from
September 24, 2012 through January 21, 2013.

Provide scoping comments:

*  Mail to: GPT/BNSF Custer Spur EIS Co-Lead Agencies c/o CH2M HILL; 1100
112t Avenue NE, Suite 400; Bellevue, WA 98004

*  Email to: comments@eisgatewaypacificwa.gov

* Participate in an online meeting and submit comments at:
www.eisgatewaypacificwa.gov

Complete a written comment form
*  Provide verbal comments at a public meeting
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Scoping comments

What comments are useful to the Co-Lead Agencies
during scoping?

* Identify probable impacts that should be considered in the
EIS

* Suggest methods of analysis that should be used

* |dentify minimization and mitigation measures that may
reduce or eliminate the adverse impacts

* Suggest alternatives to the proposal that should be
considered
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